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PRICE SUP ON QL'S!! 


A Plus Computer Response, the 
U.S. distributor of the GL, is 
nou out of machines. Mark Steuber 
of Sharps purchased the remaining 
units and promptly raised even 
his price to $149. A Pius was 
selling the QL for $59.95. 


A iot of people are grumbling 
over this increase. We hear 
through the grapevine that A Plus 
zold off the remaining units for 
as Little as $35 each but this 
price i= unconfirmed. 


NENS FROM JAMES COOK 


ihe received the following letter 
From nicis Cook about tuo neu 
programs written by him: 


“Enclosed is the copy and docs 
For PRIHCOM and BLAHKER. It is 
mot copy protected. You can List 


the Llowder program, and VIEN or 
EDITOR the main programs to get 
am idea of uhat iz done. It iz 


compiled with TURBO. PRINCOM uses 
the TURBO TOOLEIT RUNTIME 
PACKAGE . Credit ER given to 
Digital Precision as equired in 
the terms of the user 
agreement for TURBO. 
Both programs are 
multi-tasking and 
will work with any 
property behaved 
multi-tasking 
program. As explained & 

im the docs, youd 

start PRINCOM by trun == i 
fipi printer. This loads all 
necessary parts and starts the 
program. Exec fipi blanker loads 
and starts BLAHKER. Both will 
work on an unexpanded GL, if such 
a thing exists anymore. They 
will, of course, work better on 
ari expanded üL. The copy I sent 
you is configured for disk drives 
but it is a minor change in the 
load program ta make it work on 
microdrives. And in fact, the 
program is also configured for. 
them. I uili require that the 


customer send me a cartridge far 
the microdrive version. It will 


att qo on ane tape. 
BLAHKER, as its name implies, 
will blank your video display if 
there iz no keypress for Longer 
than tuo minutes. AS soon as any 
key iz pressed, except for ALT, 
CONTROL, SHIFT, or CAPS LOCK, the 


Screen toi did rect oare. 


Below 
In oio 
PRINCOM: 


a List of some of the 
rortant features of 


1. RHilous you ta change 
character sete. This gives you 
the option of selecting IEĦ 
character set, Block Graphic, 
Hormal set or Greek set on 
printers which support these. If 
ou select an option which your 
printer does not support, it is 
ignored. 


Language Set 
This Gives a choice of 1 
Language sets on printers which 
support them, ranging from ASCII 
to Japanese. Again, if your 
printer does not support «a 


ki 


selection, it with be ignored. 
3 PR IH TO SP uM EN E 
This Gives nou the option of 


pica,elite, or fine print, and 
gives you the option af any if 
the the three are combined with 
double width. 


4. SPECIAL FEATURES 
This gives you the option of 
Emphas ized print, Enhanced print, 
single or double density 
graphics, or six or eight Lines 
per inch Spacing. 


PFE IH TER 
comdition tt is in when you turn 
on the power. 

e a P RI HT ERE T E S/F 
This prints oa small sam ich = ae 
text to verify your 


a: 4 PRINT A. ee 


This selects Data Guaility, Slant 
mode, or Hear Letter Quality. On 
some of the printers which do not 
offer Near Letter Quality, Bold 
print is selected instead. 


Clo ses all channels and exits 
program. 
9. EEPFRIHT MAIN SCEEEH 


Clears main screen and reprints 
main menu. It is used when 
switching from another program to 
FRIHCOM to get a fresh menu 
screen. It is the default 
selection on the main menu. bhen 
you switch back to PRINCOM by 
pressing the ENTER key you will 
clear the screen and reprint the 
Main Meru. 

If you have anu problems urite: 
4165 Sof ture 

31983 Fubideux Blug. #22 
Riverside, CA 32504 


e 


Put Your Windows on the 
Linef bY Marshal! Stiles 


“A number of one Line program or 
procedures have been showing up 
in @bL publications Lately. I 
think THE QL REPORT should have 
one too. The one in the Listing 
that follows sets up the default 
uindous of the GL. First it 
checks for whether Fi or F2 uas 
pressed, then it sets up uindous 
that look like sheets of paper 
complete with margins for 
windows #1 and #2. Window #0 is 
a Little talier to facilitate 
editing. 


The fact that it is only one 
line makes it relatively easy to 
use when programming. The real 
trick is to type in the one line 
program. I found that certain 
things had to be a certain way. 
ALL IF..THEH sequences must end 
with EHD IF, and procedures must 
end with EHD DEFine. <The name 
of the procedure cannot follou, 
as in EHO DEFine windowsi. You 
may not want remarks in your 
procedure, but if you do, 
remember to put them last. It 
also heips to redefine uindou 
#4, so you can see all of uhat 
you are typing or editing. Take 
care to set colors the way uou 
like them afteruards. I have a 
monochrome monitor! Have fun and 
try not to make any mistakes! 


Fo x 


Listing: 


i DEFine PROCedure Bear Ge ah 
ck .Gi,to:bo-PEER (163896) IF tus 
THEN a@=izeiai=iee: END IF: IF ty 
£722 THEN a@=1°@:01=156: EHD IF: 
UIHDDOLHE1 512,256,0,0:PHPERH1,2: 
IHK#1 ,@:CLS#i :WINDOW#EE 488,56, za 
st: PAPER#S .@: CLSHG: WIHDOWEA , 40A 
50,38, a8+5 :PAPERHS , 5: IHK#0,0: 
ETT UIHDOUS1,400,01,30, 18: 
PAPER#1 ,@:CLS#1 + :SUINDOLHE 400,01, 
3S ,1S :PAPERS1 Ss THK#1 ,@s CLs#i: 
BORDEP#1,.5,5,5: WINDOWS? , 4868 , ai.3 
&,19:PAPER#2,2: INK#2 ,7 :BORDER#2 , 
5 .5,5:EHMD DEF ine: REMerk A one- 
liner by Marshall Stiles, 13998 


Abacus Info 

We haven't mentioned much about 
GL SZ. or Abacus. We want to draw 
your attention to some of the 
nicer features of this excellent 
spreadsheet. First, buried deep 
in the back of the OL User Cuide, 
in the information section, is a 
description of hou to change 
tupestylies. For example, suppose 
uou want to have your data 
printed in condensed mode. ALL 
you have to da is enter as a 
salue in grid Ai the following: 
“chr (ED +chr €159 ." The “che cf" is 
a NULL value and telts the 
printer driver that uhat follous 
should be output to the printer. 
The “chr ¢iS3" is the ASCII code 
for turning the compressed mode 
ON for the Epson FRS@. If your 
printer has a different code, 
imsert the value for your 
printer. 


You can put the value far 
whatever typestyle you desire in 
any grid and from that grid 
onward the printer will print in 
the style indicated. Nothing will 
appear as a value in the grid 
specified but in the contents box 
at the bottom of the screen you 
should see "". 

The second interesting feature 
about the spreadsheet is the 
“ask” command. Before ue 
initiated our Foint of Sale using 
ARCHIVE, ue used to do all aur 
imvoices on the ABACUS and relied 
quite heavily on the use of this 
specific c o m m aà nd. 


Suppose uou want to generate an 
invoice. You probably would 
manaa PU enter the quantitu of 
the item, a description of the 
item, and the cost. You then 
would have a column called 


A 


“Extension” and this would have a 
formula which would calculate 
Quantity multiplied by cost. 
After entering all the items you 
would need to enter the 
customer's mame, address, method 
of paument, whether tax uas 
apolicabie, shipping charges, 
etc. This would involve moving 
around a ilot in the sprendsheet. 


With the "ask" command you can 
save yourseif a iot of time. 
dherever you would normally input 
the customer's mame using text, 
enter as a formula the Following: 
cazktz"Hame"». After entering this 
Formula and pressing enter, the 
cursor responds at the bottom of 
the screen uith : Hame?. When you 
input ubateyver, say, “John Doe," 
and hit ENTER, the name will 
appear in the arid with the above 
mentioned formula. The "t" in the 
“Wekt" command specifies text. 
Suppose you alzo wanted to input 
the amount of shipping. You would 
put in the appropriate grid this: 
askna” Shipping Cost“? and after 
hitting enter would see "Shipping 
Cost" at the cursor. Hou the 
Program is waiting for numeric 
input instead of textual input. 


How, suppose you have completed 
one inveice and want to go to 
another. You would manually enter 
the neu quantities, descriptions, 
costs, etc., but you will still 
have John Doe's name on this neu 
inuoice. When you are ready for 
the neu customer's information— 
nome, shipping, whatever, hit F3 


for commands and then "X" for 
execute. Immediately the cursor 
drops to the bottom of the screen 


and asks "Hame?". The execute 
command forces the spreadsheet to 
recalculate. Therefore, as it 
goes from one column, row to rou, 
it stops wherever there is an 
"ask" command and waits until neu 
input is typed in, either textual 
or numeric. IF you have "timeo" 
in one of the grids and the clock 
is set, everytime you execute 
that grid the updated time, 
Will show, accurate at that 
particular moment. 


Adding Fields in Archive 
We have a tip that may help some 
of you who are just starting to 


create dbf files with ARCHIVE. 
Suppose, for example, you have 


typed in 56 some odd records and 
then discover you have forgetten 
a Field you need. The usual 
method of correcting this is ta 
write a short procedure fram 
Within ARCHIVE that will create a 
mew File with the extra field and 
then copy the oid data into this 
neu one. You then have to go 
through each record and add the 
neu data in the neu field. 


If you have less than 255 records 


and they are fairly short, you 
should be able to get the jab 
done b using ABACUS. You begir 
by ExXPüRTIHG the fiie to 
microdrive or disk. Then, you 
load ABACUS and import the data 
tuj columns starting at cell ai. 


Each record is nou a row of the 
spreadsheet and each field a 


column. The field names are on 
row onetuithout their $ signs but 
ue do not have to Worry about 
that right mow? a 


You can nou add a neu field 
simply bu typing its mame in row 
one and filling in the cells for 
each record. If you put non- 
numeric data in the cellis? the 
neu field will be a $ field when 
it ts imported back into ARCHIVE. 
In fact, you can use any ABACUS 
commands to insert fields 


wherever you like. You can delete 
fields, change the order of 
Fields,, edit the records, 


duplicate Fields, etc. 
Keep in mind this onlu works on 
database Files with less than 256 


records. And remember, a feu 


months back we also ran an 
article about oa program by Bill 
Cable in New Hampshire which does 


the same thing and 
driven. 


is menu. 


UNTIL NEXT MONTH... 


ENJOY YOUR @L! 


üL SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE 


GAMES... GRAPHICS... HARDWARE, ETC 
3D Slime $ 19.95 CAD Pack $ 14.95 Modem Cable $ 16.95 
BJ in 3D Land 19.95 Concept 3D 29.95 Hono Cabie 14.95 
Packqumen * 24.95 Dekstop Publisher 99.95 RGB Cable 16.95 
BLockLands 19.95 Eye Q 49.95 ROM Boards CALL 
Bounder 15.95 Front Page 39.95  RS232 Cable 14.95 
Citadell 19.95 Front Page Extra 52.95 Sing.Dry Cable 19.95 
Dragqonhold 27.95 GraphiQL + 49.95 Thompson Case 2.50 
Troidzone 19.95 6raphic Toolkit 24.95 Printer Stand 8.95 
Executive Adventure 24.95 Graphics Const. Eit 25.95 3.5" DS5DDh/10 19,95 
Flight Mavigation * 29.95 Mandelbrot Magic 25.95 5.25 DSDD/10 9.5 
Full House 21.98 Wncleon 27.95 Compt Paper/250 3.95 
Grab Bag I 14.95 Paste Art 3.57/5.25" 18.95 Mouse Mat 6.95 
Grab Bag IT 14.25 QL Peintre 34.95 Seikosha 1200 AS 
Buendolia 16.95 Shrivel 12.95 Printer... CALL 
Hopper 16.95 Sidewinder 19.95 
Hyperdrive 19.95 Sprite Generator 29.95 QL BOOES... 
Karate 19.95 Yiew Point * 29.95 Abacus fan. 12.95 
"Uurtville's Manor 34.95 Quill Man. 12.95 
Othello * 24,95 Rep. Reality 12.95 
Squadrons 29.95 MISC. SOFTWARE Explor. A/I 12.95 
Strip Poker 17.95 Archive 2.38 14.95 C Campendiume 12.95 
Super Croupier * 24.95 Cash Trader 2.3 99.95 QL Ady. Hibk 11.95 
Tycoon. 14.95 En Planner i 30.95 
Yrogde. 24.95 ary Learning * 9.95 
Wanderer (B8B Only) 19.95 File Bound 14.95 * BRITISH BOs ONLY!! 
Zapper /Eagle 9.95 eee zl 
a " 
mnm SO ELI 
ied E e (C. ^ 
datter & Locksmith : 2 Presidents 14.95 
Boot 128E 11.95 Pro. Astrologer 399.95 
CST ULilities 14.95 QCalc ; 17.95 
CholCE Cartridge 19.95 ren de pea s/w) 2 
resso Co 16.95 Libe i 
LU S 19 oe OL Mailterge 24.95 Due to Space we can 
Print Driver (color) 9,95 QLoad & QRef 23.95 not describe the 
ODunps 9.95 dE 19.00 ee in our 
E a M CR MF: an 
QFlash w Toolkit 24.95 OSpell 24.95 Please Call for 
(IHE 39.95 OWriter 25.95 fore Information 
QL Screen Pump 15.98 Spellbound 51.95 
ay ee Ea Super Astrologer 51.95 
Kind: m 1 os Super Checking 14.95 
Pam Disc Software 2. Super Media Manager 62.95 
Brad H pag SuperBASIC Online tan 14.95 We D0 WOT Guarantee 
ood box . Taskmaster 42.95 Software /Hardware 
Toolchest 19.96 Tax-I-QL 25.95 Compatibility. 
The Editor 39.95 
LANGUAGES, ETC. The Editor Spec. Ed. 99.95 Mot ALL QL software 
LE cs R Touch Typist 20.95 will run in "TY tode 
. Turbo 139.95 
Pigital C 79.96 
Lattice C 79.96 HARDWARE, ETC. ALL Sinclair soft- 
Pascal 99.95 Battery Backup Clock 26.95 ware is in short 
Success 89.95 Dual Drive Cable 24.95 supply...We suggest 
Super Forth 61.95 Dust Cover 11.95 you call first to 
Soper Fini tor 31.96 Eiderbox 5.95 check on 
Loop Back Cable 7.95 availabilty/ 
Magnavox B5B Cable 16.95 
ticrodrive Cartridges 13.9574 Price Subject to chg 


